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decisions. We are at a crossroads in 
this country and in the world. 

You know, we are trying to make 
bold moves. President Obama has pro-
posed a very bold agenda in the area of 
health care reform, energy and edu-
cation, and we have taken up that 
cause in this Congress, and we are mov-
ing very decisively to make significant 
changes in this country. 

From the other side, we hear reason-
able questions: How much is this going 
to cost? What about the deficits we will 
be incurring? What about fiscal respon-
sibility? Well, you know, there are two 
aspects to fiscal responsibility. One is 
living within your means. There’s no 
question about that. We need to be able 
to do that. The other question is: How 
do you prepare for the future? If we are 
living within our means and are not 
willing to make the investments that 
we need to make, then the future is 
going to be very bleak, indeed. 

You heard just a few minutes ago my 
colleague from California, Mr. COSTA, 
talking about the need to promote in-
frastructure, to invest in infrastruc-
ture and in the water supply in Cali-
fornia. Well, this is just one microcosm 
of the challenge we will face across the 
country with bridges, roads, airports, 
air traffic controls, water systems, 
sewers. We need to make significant in-
vestments in all of those areas in order 
to provide the foundation, the infra-
structure, for future growth, and we’re 
going to have to borrow money to do 
that. Similarly, if we don’t make the 
changes in our health care system and 
in our energy system and in our edu-
cation, we will not have the human in-
frastructure that we need to move into 
the future. 

You know, I’ve heard the minority 
leader on the other side say: How much 
is it going to cost to do health care re-
form? Well, I’m not sure, but we know 
how much it’s going to cost not to do 
health care reform. We’ve seen the pro-
jections. Tens of trillions of dollars 
over the next 70 years in additional def-
icit are forecasted for Medicare. That’s 
if we don’t act. So we know what the 
cost of not acting is. It is time to act. 
It is the fiscally responsible thing to do 
to adopt the agenda of the Obama ad-
ministration, and I look forward to 
being a part of that historic effort. 

f 

WORLD HEPATITIS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) for 2 minutes. 

Mr. CASSIDY. I thank you. 
Today is World Hepatitis Day. This 

has special meaning for me because I’m 
a liver doctor, and I’ve spent 20 years 
treating hepatitis patients. Three to 
four million Americans have hepatitis, 
and about two-thirds of those folks are 
baby boomers. Maybe it has special 
meaning for me because I’m a baby 
boomer, but it also includes firemen, 
those affected at birth, Vietnam vet-
erans, and many others who are af-
fected by this disease. Indeed, almost 

every person, almost every family is 
touched by someone who has liver dis-
eases. 

Every year in this country, thou-
sands die from liver disease. We spend, 
roughly, $30 billion a year treating 
liver disease, and many more are 
frightened, even though they shouldn’t 
be, because they know the terrible sta-
tistics I just cited. Hepatitis doesn’t af-
fect people at the end of life, but rath-
er, it can affect people in the primes of 
their lives. When it does so, it poten-
tially leaves behind orphans, widows 
and widowers. 

The best of the American spirit is 
compassion. Public policy should re-
flect this compassion, and in this case, 
it will be for our friends, our families 
and, in my case, my patients touched 
by hepatitis. Today, on World Hepatitis 
Day, I ask that we, through public pol-
icy, pledge our compassion to those so 
affected. 

f 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. PERRIELLO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I rise today as one of the younger 
Members of this body to speak out 
about the importance of fiscal respon-
sibility. As one of those young enough 
who will take on much of the burden of 
the deficits created today, I speak out 
of the urgency of our considering fu-
ture generations in the decades ahead 
as we look at this. It’s certainly true 
that both political parties have much 
to answer for in terms of the deficits 
that have been run up, but it’s also im-
portant that we do not embark on revi-
sionist history and suggest moral 
equivalence between the sides. 

b 1100 
We must remember that the last ad-

ministration walked into a situation 
where they had a $5.6 trillion surplus— 
a $5.6 trillion surplus—that they turned 
into a $4.5 trillion deficit. That turn-
around, you could hear future genera-
tions crying as that great opportunity 
to restore fiscal sanity was passed up 
and our national debt was doubled. 

The Clinton administration and this 
body in the early 1990s took bold steps 
to get us on the path towards fiscal re-
sponsibility. We saw the same kind of 
bold leadership from the Democrats in 
my state, the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, when MARK WARNER came in as 
Governor, inheriting a huge deficit, 
and turning it into a surplus and mak-
ing Virginia the best-managed State in 
the country. Governor Kaine moved in 
and continued that tradition, even 
under much more difficult economic 
times, of fiscal responsibility and san-
ity. So we know that this can be done 
because we have seen Democrats do it 
at the national level, and we have seen 
Democrats do it at the State level. 

We have taken steps in this body to 
move in the right direction. I think the 

budget should have gone further which 
is why I didn’t support it. But let there 
be no doubt that we turned this ship 
around from unending deficits to cut-
ting those deficits in more than half in 
the next 5 years. This is the decent 
thing to do. It is the right thing to do. 

But in addition to the budget deficits 
that were run up in recent years, there 
was also a running up of a jobs deficit. 
We hear people talking now, worried 
suddenly about the jobs we could lose 
by getting in front of the energy econ-
omy. What about the jobs we have al-
ready lost? My colleague, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, has already spoken to how 
many millions of jobs have already 
gone overseas, good paying, advanced 
manufacturing jobs, engineering jobs, 
that could have been here if this body 
had the courage and the leadership to 
look forwards and not backwards. 

Again, both parties have been part of 
trade deals that I think have been a 
bad bargain for the American worker. 
But let us have no doubt that there are 
those in this body now ready to have 
the courage to be ahead of the next big 
jobs boom and make sure that those 
next generation of jobs will be created 
here in the United States as we move 
towards a balanced budget, the kind of 
business climate where people want to 
locate and where we dare the American 
consumer and American business lead-
ers to lead, to innovate, to create, to be 
at the forefront of that new energy 
economy. 

This jobs deficit that has been cre-
ated hand in hand with our budget def-
icit is one we can conquer. I believe we 
have taken great steps already in this 
Congress to put ourselves at the fore-
front of science, of research, of green 
energy. I come from an area of the 
country that has a great deal of pain 
right now. We have more than 20 per-
cent unemployment in some of the 
towns in our districts as factories have 
gone overseas. 

As we look at the possibility for al-
ternative energies, energy efficiency 
technology, smart grid technology, ad-
vanced battery manufacturing, I be-
lieve our side has the courage to say 
America can do that better than any-
body else. I believe southside Virginia 
can do that better than anyone else. 
But we will not get it by continuing 
the moral deficit we have had in our 
politics in recent years that puts the 
easy ahead of what is right. That puts 
partisan gains of right and left ahead 
of right and wrong. 

The Democrats have a strong track 
record of fiscal responsibility in my 
State of Virginia and here in this body. 
We have begun a path that I hope we 
will continue to march down toward 
fiscal responsibility that will generate 
the jobs and the economic competitive-
ness that this country needs. 

So I rise today hopeful and happy 
that we are part of that new change 
here to bring back and close in this 
time, to close the moral deficit, close 
the jobs deficit, and close the budget 
deficit and restore the kind of responsi-
bility that future generations deserve. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

One God and Father of all, we ask 
You to renew Your spirit within us and 
lift up this Nation in confidence, in de-
termination and transformative think-
ing. 

Members of Congress are distinctly 
unique individuals representative of 
America. They are not only racially, 
religiously and politically different; 
they are personally and philosophically 
different, one from another, closest to 
their families and the people of their 
districts. 

Yet by coming here, they are called 
to form one body, to guide and protect 
this Nation as a whole. By unfolding 
before their very eyes the depth and 
variety of human needs and by seeking 
a common response to economic and 
social concerns, may they become Your 
instrument to breathe hope in Your 
people and sustain perseverance in the 
historical institutions of this great Na-
tion, both now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
PAULSEN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PAULSEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

AIRSPACE REDESIGN OVER CON-
NECTICUT, NEW YORK AND NEW 
JERSEY 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about the FAA’s redesign of the 

airspace over Connecticut, New York 
and New Jersey. Plans for this redesign 
have moved forward, certainly in my 
district, without proper and appro-
priate input from the stakeholders and 
from my constituents affected by this 
move. 

Planes are being rerouted to fly over 
southwestern Connecticut upon de-
scent into New York’s airports, and my 
constituents have been subjected to un-
necessary and unprecedented levels of 
noise in their homes and places of busi-
ness. A day does not go by that I don’t 
hear this concern from my constitu-
ents. 

Later this week I will be submitting 
an amendment along with my col-
leagues Congressman SESTAK and Con-
gressman ENGEL during floor consider-
ation of H.R. 915, the FAA reauthoriza-
tion bill. This amendment will call 
simply for a cost-benefit analysis to be 
performed before the redesign proceeds 
any further. 

The amendment will require the cost- 
benefit analysis to take into account 
direct costs as well as the indirect 
costs of alleviating the noise that so 
affects my constituents. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense amendment to the FAA 
reauthorization bill. 

f 

MEDICAL RIGHTS ACT 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, many are 
concerned about waiting lines that 
would come with a government health 
care program, and their fears are well- 
founded. Canada and Europe restrict 
care for patients, especially the elder-
ly. 

The President has outlined three 
principles for his bill: lower cost, 
choice and access. I support these 
goals; and to back them, the President 
should also endorse the Medical Rights 
Act. 

Congressman DENT and I will intro-
duce the Medical Rights Act tomorrow. 
Our legislation is founded on this: The 
Congress should make no law that 
blocks the decisions of American pa-
tients made with their doctor. 

If patients are our prime focus, then 
their rights should be protected in law. 
If we do not enact the Medical Rights 
Act, patients will be at risk when the 
government denies care, as routinely 
happens in Canada. 

Once denied government care, many 
Canadians find doctors in America. If 
Congress orders the government to 
take over America’s health care sys-
tem, then where will we be able to 
drive once denied from a government 
health care system? 

To prevent the mistakes of Canada 
and Britain, Congress should enact the 
Medical Rights Act. 

REDUCING THE DEFICIT 
(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress and the President continue to 
work together to strengthen our econ-
omy and begin the process of reducing 
the mountain the debt that has accu-
mulated over the past 8 years. 

We enacted a budget that reduces the 
deficit by two-thirds over the next 4 
years and by hundreds of billions over 
the next year alone. We made the nec-
essary hard choices to dig our way out 
of the hole we inherited by eliminating 
programs that don’t work and holding 
government contractors accountable 
for every penny they spend. 

We are addressing the issues that are 
driving our long-term deficit. By mak-
ing health care more affordable for 
every American, reducing our depend-
ence on foreign oil, and improving our 
education system to be more globally 
competitive, we’re taking the nec-
essary steps today to ensure that we 
correct the fiscal mistakes of the past 
and don’t just send the bill along to fu-
ture generations. 

f 

CLOSING AUTOMOBILE 
DEALERSHIPS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, recently 
the President’s automobile task force 
eliminated more than 3,000 Chrysler 
and GM dealerships nationwide. These 
dealerships are small businesses with 
an average of 52 good-paying jobs each. 

So the actions by the Federal Gov-
ernment, not the private auto indus-
try, just put over 150,000 people out of 
work with the wave of a government 
wand. Most troubling is that the gov-
ernment’s decision on which dealers 
would close appears to be arbitrary, 
and the reasons are not being shared 
with the public. 

In my district, a long-time local 
dealer, Bill Mason’s Chrysler Jeep in 
Excelsior, was given 30 days by the 
President’s auto task force to shut its 
doors. Thirty days. It didn’t matter 
that he built the business, owns the 
land and provides good-paying jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, it is wrong to let Wash-
ington bureaucrats pick winners and 
losers without public notice at the ex-
pense of thousands of jobs. 

f 

RESTORING FISCAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats have been committed to fiscal re-
sponsibility since taking control of the 
House in 2007. The President’s budget 
calls for health care reform, job cre-
ation, a clean environment, energy ef-
ficiency, and college affordability to be 
completely deficit neutral. 
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